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an uncertain number of vinyl C-methyls There was complex adsorption 1n the region
1-8-2 8 which was obviously due to many overlapping signals

At this juncture 1t became apparent that the yellow pigment was probably 1dentical with
xanthochymol (2) 1solated from Garcinia xanthochymus (Guttiferae) * Proof of identity was
obtained by direct comparison with an authentic sample of 2

EXPERIMENTAL

Isolation Fruit of C rosea was collected from street trees along Aupum St 1n Hilo, Hawau, August 1971 The
dried fruit was ground and extiacted with benzene Solvent was removed from the extracts and the residue chro-
matograpired on sicic aerd Lipids and otier non-polar materials were eiuted wiih heaanc Benzene efuted tire
\cllow plgmcnl dlong W nh further oxls Solvcnt was umovcd from lhosc bclucne fr,iuuons w hmh showed a black
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Crude plant eatracts which were not worked up promptly and had stood at RT for some months could not
oe made to vield aystattine mater at after esentudd work-up
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O-METHYLFLAVINANTINE FROM RHIGIOCARYA4 R ACEMIFERA*
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Kev Werd Index— Riugioc airva racenifera, Memsper maceae  morpimandienone aikatord O-metiss Hflas inaneine

Plant Rhgrocarya racemufera Miers (Menispermaceace) Source Ghana, West Africa (a
voucher specimen 1s on deposit at the Faculty of Pharmacy. University of Science and
Technology. Kumasi, Ghana, West Africa) Uses. Medicmally.! the powdered leaves and
Juice for nasal drops and the leafy twigs. roots and seeds as an aphrodisiac
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Isolation und identification The powdered root (300 g) was moistened with NH,OH and
extracted with EtOH. TLC (alumina—CHCl,) showed the presence of one major alkaloid
in the extract which was concentrated, and chromatographed over alumina in CHCl;. Elu-
tion afforded (+)-O-methylflavinantine (1-0 g) m.p. 110 (Et,O) (it oil,? 158-160%),
[2]3? 0 (¢ 1-0, CHCly); AM-" 208 nm (log € 4-56), 240 (4-26) and 283 (3-87); v<H¢ls 1665,
1642, 1620 cm ™! (z-methoxyl cross-conjugated cyclohexadienone system) and 1509 cm™!
{Ar C=C); NMR signals (CDCly) at 6 2-45 (NCH;, 3H, s), 3-78 (OMe, 3H, s), 3-84 (OMe,
3H, s), 3-87 (OMe, 3H, s), 6:30 (C-5, 1H, s), 6:37 (ArH, 1H, s), 6:63 (ArH, 1H, s), and 682
(C-8, 1H, s); MS M ™ m/e 341 (100%) for C,,H,3NO,, 340 (21) (M-H), 326 (37) (M-Me),
313 (26) M-CO), 298 (47) (M-CO-Me), 282 (26) (M-CO-OMe), 270 (12) M-CO-Me-CO)
and 256 (15) (M-C3H,N-CO).

The methiodide had, m.p. 247-249°d (MeOH-Me,CO) (lit 223-225°d[MeOH],> 250~
252°d [Me,CO1,* AM9M 209 nm (log € 4-73), 236 (4-08) (sh) and 286 (3-87); vh" 1670, 1645
and 1618 cm™ ! (x-methoxyl cross-conjugated cyclohexadienone system). The alkaloid was
identified by a direct comparison (UV, IR, NMR) with authentic O-methylflavinantine and
with O-methylflavinantine methiodide (m.p., IR).
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